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a multiplicity of known garage door openers, and permit same to be actuated by application of an actuation pressure to the door (12) of the 
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of the door, yet permits inward displacement thereof to effect actuation of the garage door opener. The housing (16) of the compartment 
(11) preferably is integrally formed with structure for supporting a plurality of electrical elements (23, 25) that ftinction independently of 
the garage door opener. TTiese include switching elements for the sunroof of the vehicle and interior lighting, as well as a lighting enclosure 
(26). Actuation of the garage door opener transmitter (140), which is coupled to the door of the compartment, is effected by urging tfie 
door further in the closed direction, whereupon an actuator (145) coupled to the roof of the compartment communicates with the actuation 
region of the garage door opener transmitter. 
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Universal Garage Door Opener Overhead Compartment 
Relationship to Other Application 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 
60/079,158 filed March 24, 1998. 
Background of the Invention 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to storage compartments for garage door openers, 
and more particularly, to an openable compartment for storing and actuating any of a 
variety of garage door opener arrangements, actuation being effected without requiring 
the compartment to be opened. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Conventional electronic garage door opener transmitter compartments of the type 
that are used in overhead consoles of vehicles, particularly motor vehicles, suffer from 
a number of disadvantages. In one type of such compartments, the electronic garage 
door opener transmitter is secured to the roof of the compartment, by an adhesive that 
may include conventional hook-and-loop fastener patches (e,g,^ Velcro(g) fastener). The 
hook-and-loop fastener patches are each adhesively coupled to the electronic garage door 
opener transmitter and the roof (ceiling) of the compartment. Oftentimes, however, the 
motion of the vehicle will dislodge the electronic garage door opener transmitter whereby 
it becomes loosened from the roof Then, when the compartment door is opened, the 
electronic garage door opener transmitter falls out of the compartment, perhaps 
becoming damaged. There is a need, therefore, for an arrangement for storing the 
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electronic garage door opener transmitter in a conveniently accessible location, without 
permitting same to be dropped inadvertently. 

In addition to storage, there is a need for an arrangement wherein the electronic 
garage door opener transmitter can be actuated without it being removed from the 
compartment, and without requiring direct access thereto or communication therewith 
by the operator. Prior art arrangements that have endeavored to obviate the need to 
remove the electronic garage door opener transmitter from the compartment when it is 
being actuated have provided access holes. Others, as indicated, haye attached the 
electronic garage door opener transmitter to the ceiling of the compartment, and secured 
an actuator element to the door of the compartment. Displacement of the door will cause 
actuation of the electronic garage door opener transmitter. Of course, the electronic 
garage door opener transmitter is then subject to being dropped when the door is opened. 
Summary of the Invention 

The foregoing and other deficiencies in the prior art are overcome by the present 
invention which provides an overhead compartment for the interior of a vehicle for 
accommodating an actuatable transmitter of the type having an actuation region. In 
accordance with the invention, a first housing portion defines a volume of a 
compartment. The compartment is provided with a roof and first and second ends distal 
from one another. The compartment additionally has a compartment opening for 
receiving the actuatable transmitter. A compartment door pivotally attached at a first end 
thereof to the first housing portion in the vicinity of the first end thereof is pivotally 
displaceable between open and closed positions wherein the compartment opening is 
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respectively opened and closed. The compartment door, when in the closed position, 
forms a floor of the volume of the compartment. A second housing portion is arranged 
to extend away from the second end of the compartment, the second housing portion 
being formed integrally with the first housing portion. In addition, a resilient latch that 

5 is integrally formed with the compartment door at a second end thereof distal from the 

first end thereof, is provided. The resilient latch is arranged to communicate latchingly 
with the second housing portion, whereby the compartment door is pivotally displaceable 
with respect to the second housing portion beyond a predetermined minimum pivotal 
displacement required to effect a latch with the second housing portion. When the 

10 compartment door is pivotally displaced with respect to the second housing portion 

beyond the predetermined minimum pivotal displacement required to effect a latched 
condition with the second housing portion, an actuator communicates with the actuation 
region of the actuatable transmitter. First and second installation coupling arrangements 
couple the overhead compartment to the interior of the vehicle. The first installation 

15 coupling arrangement is integrally formed with the first housing portion, and the second 

installation coupling arrangement being integrally formed with the second housing 
portion. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the second housing portion is provided with 
an aperture therethrough for accommodating an accessory switch. In a further 
20 embodiment, the second housing portion is provided with a lighting enclosure for 

accommodating a lamp. 
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A releasable coupler may be provided for releasably coupling the actuatable 
transmitter to an interior surface of the compartment door. The releasable coupler may 
be a hook-and-loop fastener. I such an embodiment, the actuator is coupled to the roof 
of the first housing portion at a selected one of a plurality of roof coupling locations. 
The selected roof coupling location is determined in response to the location of the 
actuation region of the actuatable transmitter. Preferably, the actuator is configured to 
provide a predetermined plurality of selectable span lengths between the roof of the first 
housing portion and the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter. 

In a further embodiment, there is provided a hinge for coupling the compartment 
door pivotably to the first housing portion. Additionally, there is provided a pivot stop 
for limiting the maximum pivotal displacement of the compartment door in the direction 
of opening the compartment opening. 

In accordance with a further apparatus aspect of the invention, an overhead 
compartment for the interior of a vehicle is provided for accommodating an actuatable 
transmitter of the type having an actuation region. In accordance with the invention, a 
first housing portion defines a volume of a compartment, the compartment having a roof 
and first and second ends distal from one another. In addition, the compartment has a 
compartment opening for receiving the actuatable transmitter. A compartment door is 
pivotally attached at a first end thereof to the first housing portion in the vicinity of the 
first end thereof The compartment door is pivotally displaceable between open and 
closed positions wherein the compartment opening is respectively opened and closed. 
The compartment door, when in the closed position, forms a floor of the volume of the 
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compartment. A second housing portion is arranged to extend away from the second end 
of the compartment, the second housing portion being formed integrally with the first 
housing portion. A resilient latch that is integrally formed with the compartment door 
at a second end thereof distal from the first end thereof, is arranged lo communicate 
latchingly with the second housing portion. In this manner, the compartment door is 
pivotally displaceable with respect to the second housing portion beyond a predetermined 
minimum pivotal displacement required to effect a latch with the second housing portion. 
There is additionally provided an actuator for communicating with the actuation region 
of the actuatable transmitter when the compartment door is pivotally displaced with 
respect to the second housing portion beyond the predetermined minimum pivotal 
displacement required to effect a latched condition with the second housing portion. The 
actuator is coupled to the roof of the first housing portion at a selected one of a plurality 
of roof coupling locations, the^ selected roof coupling location being determined in 
response to the location of the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter. A 
releasable coupler is provided for releasably coupling the actuatable transmitter to an 
interior surface of the compartment door. 

In one embodiment of the invention, there are fijrther provided first and second 
installation coupling arrangements for coupling the overhead compartment to the interior 
of the vehicle. The first installation coupling arrangement is integrally formed with the 
first housing portion, and the second installation coupling arrangement being integrally 
formed with the second housing portion. 
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A hinge is provided for coupling the compartment door pivotably to the first 
housing portion, and there is further provided a pivot stop for limiting the maximum 
pivotal displacement of the compartment door in the direction of opening the 
compartment opening. 

Preferably, the actuator is configured to provide a predetermined plurality of 
selectable span lengths betvy^een the roof of the first housing portion and the actuation 
region of the actuatable transmitter. In a fiirther embodiment, the releasable coupler 
incorporates a hook-and-loop fastener. 

In accordance with yet another apparatus aspect of the invention, an overhead 
compartment for the interior of a vehicle is arranged to accommodate an actuatable 
transmitter of the type having an actuation region. In accordance with the invention, a 
housing is provided for defining a volume of a compartment, the compartment having a 
roof and first and second ends distal from one another. The compartment additionally 
has a compartment opening for receiving the actuatable transmitter. A compartment 
door is pivotally attached at a first end thereof to the housing in the vicinity of the first 
end thereof The compartment door is pivotally displaced between open and closed 
positions wherein the compartment opening is respectively opened and closed. When in 
the closed position, the compartment door forms a floor of the volume of the 
compartment. A resilient latch is formed integrally with the compartment door, and is 
disposed at a second end thereof distal from the first end thereof An actuator 
communicates with the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter when the 
compartment door is pivotally displaced beyond the predetermined minimum pivotal 
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displacement required to effect a latched condition, the actuator being coupled to the 
roof of the housing at a selected one of a plurality of roof coupling locations, the selected 
roof coupling location being determined in response to the location of the actuation 
region of the actuatable transmitter, the actuator being configured to provide a 
predetermined plurality of selectable span lengths between the roof of the housing and 
the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter. In addition, a releasable coupler 
releasably couples the actuatable transmitter to an interior surface of the compartment 
door. 

In one embodiment of this ftirther aspect of the invention, there is fiirther 
provided a further housing portion that is arranged to extend away from the second end 
of the compartment. The further housing portion is formed integrally with the housing. 

The resilient latch is arranged to communicate latchingly with the further housing 
portion. In this manner, the compartment door is pivotally displaceable with respect to 
the further housing portion beyond a predetermined minimum pivotal displacement 



The releasable coupler may be, in certain embodiments of the invention, a 
hook-and-loop fastener. 
Brief Description of the Drawing 

Comprehension of the invention is facilitated by reading the following detailed 



15 



required to effect a latch with the further housing portion. 



description, in conjunction with the annexed drawing, in which: 
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Fig, 1 is an isometric cross-sectional and fragmented representation of a specific 
illustrative embodiment of the invention showing the universal garage door opener 
compartment and associated structure; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional plan representation of the embodiment of Fig. 1; 
5 Fig. 3 is an isometric fragmented representation of the embodiment of Fig. 1 

showing the region accessible to an operator of a vehicle (not shown); 

Fig. 4 is an isometric cross-sectional representation of a compartment door for 
the embodiment of Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 5 is an isometric representation of a plurality of simultaneously molded 
10 actuation elements for installation on the compartment door of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a simplified partially cross-sectional schematic side representation of a 
specific illustrative embodiment of the invention showing a garage door opener 
transmitter compartment and showing the garage door transmitter installed on a door of 
the compartment; 

15 Fig. 7 is a simplified partially cross-sectional schematic side representation of the 

garage door opener transmitter compartment of Fig. 6, showing the manner in which the 
compartment door is displaced to effect actuation of the garage door opener transmitter; 

Fig.8 is a fragmented isometric representation of a specific embodiment of the 
invention showing an overhead console arrangement for a vehicle; and 

20 Fig. 9 is an isometric representation of an actuator 45 that is suitable for 

incorporation into the embodiment of Fig. 8. 
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Detailed Description 

Fig. 1 is an isometric cross-sectional and fragmented representation of a specific 
illustrative embodiment of the invention. As shown, a universal garage door opener 
arrangement iO has a universal garage door opener compartment 1 1 defined by a 
compartment door 1 2 which is hinged (not shown in this figure) at one end. This figures, 
as well as the remaining figures herein, shows only one half of a symmetrical embodiment 
of the invention in order to facilitate comprehension of the invention. The compartment 
door is provided with a resilient latching arrangement 13 that is formed to have a 
generally U-shaped configuration. On an outer surface of resilient latching arrangement 
is provided a latching protuberance 15 that latches against an edge portion 16 of the 
universal garage door opener arrangement. 

Universal garage door opener arrangement 10 has a housing 16 that is provided 
with means for installation as an overhead console in a motor vehicle (not shown). Such 
installation means; in this specific illustrative embodiment of the invention, takes the form 
of a mounting aperture 17 that is shown in this embodiment to be arranged through a 
reinforced portion 20 of the housing. 

In this specific illustrative embodiment of the invention, the housing is integrally 
form with a console portion 22 that has incorporated therewith a plurality of switches for 
effecting various vehicle functions that are not necessarily functionally related to the 
universal garage door opener compartment. For example, a three-position switch 23 can 
be used to operate accessories, such as a sunroof (not shown) of the vehicle. A further 
switch 25 can be used to operate lighting equipment in the vehicle, such as a lamp (not 
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shown) that would be enclosed within lighting enclosure 26. As shown in this figure, and 
in Fig. 3, universal garage door opener compartment 1 1 and compartment door 12 form 
a continuous contour with console portion 22. 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional plan representation of the embodiment of Fig. 1. 
Elements of structure that bear analogous correspondence to those described previously 
are similarly designated. As shown in Fig. 2, latching protuberance 15, which is shown 
in a latched closed condition, is resiliently biased against edge portion 16. There is 
additionally provided a surface 27 that is sloped in relation to the edge portion so as to 
permit a degree of freedom in urging compartment door 12 inward, toward the interior 
of the compartment, to effect actuation of the garage door opener therein (not shown), 
as will be described below. 

Figs. 1 and 2 show a coupling arrangement 28 for facilitating mounting of the 
universal garage door opener arrangement as an overhead console. In addition, both of 
the figures show electrical terminals 29 on lighting enclosure 26 for facilitating delivery 
of electrical energy to the lamp (not shown) enclosed within the lighting enclosure. In 
one embodiment, electrical terminals 29 are coupled electrically via wire (not shown) to 
the terminals of switch 25. 

Fig. 3 is an isometric fragmented representation of the embodiment of Fig. 1 
showing the region accessible to an operator (not shown) of a vehicle (not shown). 
Elements of structure that bear analogous correspondence to those described previously 
are similarly designated. As shown in Fig. 3, universal garage door opener compartment 
1 1 and compartment door 12 form a continuous, aesthetically pleasing contour with 
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console portion 22. The door opener compartment, in this specific illustrative 
embodiment of the invention, constitutes a first housing portion that is integrally formed 
with console portion 22, which forms a second housing portion. Switches 23 and 25 
protrude through respective openings in housing 16. Similarly, the interior of lighting 
enclosure 26 is accessible from this side, and may be covered with a lens 30 to control 
the output light (not shown) of the lamp (not shown). A terminal edge of .resilient 
latching arrangement 13 is accessible on this side of universal garage door opener 
arrangement JO. An operator of the arrangement can apply a disengagement force to the 
accessible portion of the resilient latching arrangement in the direction toward the 
compartment door, to effect disengagement of latching protuberance 15 (not shown in 
this figure) from edge portion 1 6 (not shown in this figure). There is additionally shown 
in this figure a plurality of engravings, or protuberances, 32 that assist the operator (not 
shown) to locate the appropriate location where an actuation pressure is to be applied to 
actuate the operation of the garage door opener (not shown) contained within the 
compartment. 

Fig. 4 is an isometric cross-sectional representation of compartment door 12 for 
the universal garage door opener arrangement 10 of Fig. I showing the interior surface 
of the compartment door As shown, the interior surface of the compartment door is 
provided vAth a plurality of reinforced apertures 41 for accommodating selectable ones 
of actuation elements 50 shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 5 is an isometric representation of a plurality of simultaneously molded 
actuation elements 50 for installation on compartment door 12 of Fig. 4. As shown in 
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this figure, a plurality of actuation elements are simultaneously molded, such as by 
injection molded process, and have different longitudinal dimensions. When the garage 
door opener is enclosed within the compartment, selected ones of the actuation elements 
^ are installed in selected ones of reinforced apertures 4 1 , whereby the actuation elements 
coincide with the actuation region (not shown) of the garage door opener (not shown) 
to effect actuation thereof In this specific illustrative embodiment of the invention the 
actuation elements are also installable axially into one another to achieve a desired length, 
that would depend upon the dimensions of the specific garage door opener being used. 

Fig. 6 is a partially cross-sectional representation of another embodiment of a 
garage door opener transmitter compartment 1 10 constructed in accordance with the 
principles of the invention. Garage door opener transmitter compartment 1 10 is provided 
with a compartment of volume 1 1 1 that is defined substantially by a housing that is 
generally designated as 1 13 having a first side 1 14, a roof 1 1 5, and a second side 1 16. 
Compartment volume 1 1 1 is further defined by a door 120 that is pivotally coupled to 
a support 121 at one end thereof and is releasably coupled to a console housing portion 
123 by a resilient latch arrangement 125 that in this specific embodiment of the invention 
is integrally formed with door 120 at an end thereof that is distal from the hinge portion. 

Resilient latch arrangement 125 is formed of a first portion 126 that extends 
upwardly from door 1 20 and is formed integrally with a resilient portion 1 27 that permits 
a latching portion 128 to be displaceable in the direction of arcuate arrow 129. 
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Latching portion 128 is provided with a sloping protuberance 130 that is shown 
to have a substantially triangular configuration. During closure of door 120, the console 
housing portion 123 communicates with the ramp portion of sloping protuberance 130, 
causing latching portion 128 to be urged and displaced in the direction of arcuate arrow 
129. Ultimately, latching is set by operation of resilient portion 1 27 which urges sloping 
protuberance 130 to assume the latched position as shown in the figure. 

As stated, on the other side of door 120 from resilient latch arrangement 125 is 
disposed a hinge element 132 that, as previously stated, is pivotally coupled to hinge 
support 121 . Hinge element 132, as will be described herein below, has a stop surface 
133 that will limit the extent to which door 120 can be opened. 

As shown in phantom in Fig. 6, door 120 is openable until the stop surface 133 
communicates with the interior surface of a housing wall 135. 

Fig. 6 additionally shows an electronic garage door transmitter 140 that is 
coupled to door 1 20 by an adhesive element 141, which functions as a releasable coupler. 
In one embodiment, adhesive element 141 is formed of mating hook and loop fasteners, 
such as velcro hook and joop fastener wherein, respective elements thereof are coupled 
to the door and the electronic garage door transmitter. The electronic garage door 
transmitter is provided with an actuation switch 143 which, when actuated, activates the 
electronic transmitter circuitry (not shown) contained within electronic garage door 
transmitter 140. Theelectronicgaragedoortransmitter is fixed by adhesive element 141 
to door 120 in such a manner that actuator switch 143 is disposed directly beneath an 
actuator 145 that is shown to be coupled to roof 1 15 of housing 113. Actuator element 
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145 is translatable with respect to roof 1 1 5 so as to insure that it is aligned in registration 
with actuator switch 143. 

Fig. 7 is a partially cross-sectional representation of the embodiment of Fig. 6. 
As shown in this fipire, door 120 is shown in two positions. First, the position shown 
in dashed lines corresponds to the latched position, as shown in solid line in Fig. 6. 
However, the operator (not shown) can apply an upward force to the door in the 
direction of arrow 150, whereupon door 120 is displace upward to the position shown 
in solid line in Fig. 7. Upon being thus displaced, electronic garage door transmitter 140 
is urged upward toward roof 1 15 of housing 113, such that actuator 145 engages with 
actuator switch 143 and urges same into the electronic garage door transmitter. As 
previously stated, such depression of actuator switch 143 will activate the internal 
circuitry (not shown) of the electronic garage door transmitter. 

It is evident from Fig. 7 that electronic garage door transmitter 140 can be 
activated without requiring to be accessed directly by the operator (not shown). There 
is no need to form an aperture through door 120 to permit the operator to communicate 
directly with the electronic garage door transmitter. 

I t is another advantage of this invention that, particularly as shown in Fig. 6, the 
electronic garage door transmitter is affixed to door 1 20 and even when the door is open, 
and should adhesive element 141 become loosened, the electronic garage door 
transmitter will not fall out of garage door opener transmitter compartment 1 10. More 
specifically, when garage door 120 is opened, the falling out of the electronic garage 
door transmitter is precluded by resilient latch arrangement 125. This provides an 
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advantage over arrangements that fix the electronic garage door transmitter to the inside 
of roof 1 1 5, whereby the electronic garage door transmitter will fall out of the 
compartment should adhesive element 141 become disengaged while door 120 is open. 

Fig. 8 is a fragmented isometric representation of a specific embodiment of the 
invention showing an overhead console arrangement 160 for a vehicle (not shown). 
Elements of structure that correspond to those previously discussed are similarly 
designated. In the embodiment of Fig. 8, roof 1 15 is shown to have an elongated 
aperture 161 therethrough for accommodatingactuator 145. The actuator, therefore, can 
be positioned anywhere along elongated aperture 161, whereby the actuator can be 
positioned to insure registration with actuator switch 143 of electronic garage door 
transmitter 140. 

In this embodiment of the invention, there is additionally shown a fiirther 
compartment 163 that, in this embodiment, is configured to store eye glasses or 
sunglasses. Compartment 163 is provided with a resilient latching arrangement 165 
whereby door 1 66 is latched to housing portion 1 68. Door 1 66 is provided with a curved 
panel 1 70 that prevents the sunglasses (not shown) from falling out of the compartment 
when the door is opened. 

Wall 1 72 of compartment 1 63 is provided with a plurality of slotted tabs 1 74 that 
facilitate mounting and installation of the overhead console arrangement. 

Fig 9 is an isometric representation of an actuator 145 that is suitable for 
inclusion in the embodiment of Fig. 8. Fig. 9 shows actuator 145 having four extensions 
1 80, 1 8 1 , 1 82, and 1 83, each being of a slightly different length. Thus, actuator 145 can 
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be installed within elongated aperture 161 so as to cover a variety of distances between 
roof 1 1 5 and actuator switch 1 43. Actuator 145 is formed of an elastomeric material and 
can be cut by the operator at any desired length. The placement of actuator 145 along 
elongated aperture 16 1 , and the potential to place electronic garage door transmitter 1 40 
at a variety of locations on door 120 permits the garage door opener transmitter 
compartment to accommodate a large variety of different sizes and configurations of 
electronic garage door transmitters. 

Although the invention has been described in terms of specific embodiments and 
applications, persons skilled in the art can, in light of this teaching, generate additional 
embodiments without exceeding the scope or departing from the spirit of the invention 
described herein. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the drawing and description 
in this disclosure are proffered to facilitate comprehension of the invention, and should 
not be construed to limit the scope thereof 
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What is claimed is: 

I . An overhead compartment for the interior of a vehicle for accommodating 
an actuatable transmitter of the type having an actuation region, the overhead 
compartment comprising: 

a first housing portion for defining a volume of a compartment, said compartment 
having a roof and first and second ends distal from one another, the compartment having 
a compartment opening for receiving the actuatable transmitter; 

a compartment door pivotally attached at a first end thereof to said first housing 
portion in the vicinity of the first end thereof, said compartment door being pivotally 
displaceable betureen open and closed positions wherein the compartment opening is 
respectively opened and closed, said compartment door, when in the closed position, 
forming a floor of the volume of the compartment; 

a second housing portion arranged to extend away from the second end of the 
compartment, said second housing portion being formed integrally with said first housing 
portion; 

a resilient latch integrally formed with said compartment door at a second end 
thereof distal from the first end thereof, said resilient latch being arranged to 
communicate latchingly with said second housing portion, whereby said compartment 
door is pivotally displaceable with respect too said second housing portion beyond a 
predetermined minimum pivotal displacement required to effect a latch with said second 
housing portion; 



wo 99/48724 



PCTAJS99/06279 



18 

an actuator for communicating with the actuation region of the actuatable 
transmitter when said compartment door is pivotally displaceable with respect too said 
second housing portion beyond the predetermined minimum pivotal displacement 
required to effect a latched condition with said second housing portion; and 

first and second installation coupling arrangements for coupling the overhead 
compartment to the interior of the vehicle, said first installation coupling arrangement 
being integrally formed with said first housing portion, and said second installation 
coupling arrangement being integrally formed with said second housing portion. 

2. The overhead compartment of claim 1, wherein said second housing 
portion is provided with an aperture therethrough for accommodating an accessory 
switch. 

3. The overhead compartment of claim 1, wherein said second housing 
portion is provided with a lighting enclosure for accommodating a lamp. 

4. The overhead compartment of claim 1 , wherein there is further provided 
a releasable coupler for releasably coupling the actuatable transmitter to an interior 
surface of the compartment door. 

5. The overhead compartment of claim 4, wherein said releasable coupler 
comprises a hook-and-loop fastener. 

6. The overhead compartment of claim 4, wherein said actuator is coupled 
to the roof of the first housing portion. 
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7. The overhead compartment of claim 6, wherein said actuator is coupled 
to the roof of the first housing portion at a selected one of a plurality of roof coupling 
locations, the selected roof coupling location being determined in response to the location 
of the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter. 

8. The overhead compartment of claim 4, wherein said actuator is configured 
to provide a predetermined plurality of selectable span lengths between the roof of the 
first housing portion and the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter. 

9. The overhead compartment of claim 1 , wherein there is further provided 
a hinge for coupling said compartment door pivotably to said first housing portion, and 
there is further provided a pivot stop for limiting the maximum pivotal displacement of 
said compartment door in the direction of opening the compartment opening. 

10. An overhead compartment for the interior of a vehicle for accommodating 
an actuatable transmitter of the type having an actuation region, the overhead 
compartment comprising: 

a first housing portion for defining a volume of a compartment, said compartment 
having a roof and first and second ends distal from one another, the compartment having 
a compartment opening for receiving the actuatable transmitter; 

a compartment door pivotally attached at a first end thereof to said first housing 
portion in the vicinity of the first end thereof, said compartment door being pivotally 
displaceable between open and closed positions wherein the compartment opening is 
respectively opened and closed, said compartment door, when in the closed position, 
forming a floor of the volume of the compartment; 
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a second housing portion arranged to extend away from the second end of the 
compartment, said second housing portion being formed integrally with said first housing 
portion; 

a resilient latch integrally formed with said compartment door at a second end 
thereof distal from the first end thereof, said resilient latch being arranged to 
communicate latchingly with said second housing portion, whereby said compartment 
door is pivotally displaceable with respect to said second housing portion beyond a 
predetermined minimum pivotal displacement required to effect a latch with said second 
housing portion; 

an actuator for communicating with the actuation region of the actuatable 
transmitter when said compartment door is pivotally displaced with respect to said 
second housing portion beyond the predetermined minimum pivotal displacement 
required to effect a latched condition with said second housing portion, said actuator 
being coupled to the roof of the first housing portion at a selected one of a plurality of 
roof coupling locations, the selected roof coupling location being determined in response 
to the location of the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter; and 

a releasable coupler for releasably coupling the actuatable transmitter to an 
interior surface of the compartment door. 
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11. The overhead compartment of claim 10, wherein there are further 
provided first and second installation coupling arrangements for coupling the overhead 
compartment to the interior of the vehicle, said first installation coupling arrangement 
being integrally formed with said first housing portion, and said second installation 
coupling arrangement being integrally formed with said second housing portion. 

1 2. The overhead compartment of claim 1 0, wherein there is further provided 
a hinge for coupling said compartment door pivotably to said first housing portion, and 
there is further provided a pivot stop for limiting the maximum pivotal displacement of 
said compartment door in the direction of opening the compartment opening. 

13. The overhead compartment of claim 10, wherein said actuator is 
configured to provide a predetermined plurality of selectable span lengths between the 
roof of the first housing portion and the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter. 

14. The overhead compartment of claim 10, wherein said releasable coupler 
comprises a hook-and-loop fastener. 

15. An overhead compartment for the interior of a vehicle for accommodating 
an actuatable transmitter of the type having an actuation region, the overhead 
compartment comprising: 

a housing for defining a volume of a compartment, said compartment having a 
roof and first and second ends distal from one another, the compartment having a 
compartment opening for receiving the actuatable transmitter; 

a compartment door pivotally attached at a first end thereof to said housing in the 
vicinity of the first end thereof, said compartment door being pivotally displaceable 
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between open and closed positions- wherein the compartment opening is respectively 
opened and closed, said compartment door, when in the closed position, forming a floor 
of the volume of the compartment; 

a resilient latch integrally formed with said compartment door at a second end 
thereof distal from the first end thereof; 

an actuator for communicating with the actuation region of the actuatable 
transmitter when said compartment door is pivotally displaceable beyond the 
predetermined minimum pivotal displacement required to effect a latched condition, said 
actuator being coupled to the roof of the housing at a selected one of a plurality of roof 
coupling locations, the selected roof coupling location being determined in response to 
the location of the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter, said actuator being 
configured to provide a predetermined plurality of selectable span lengths between the 
roof of the housing and the actuation region of the actuatable transmitter; and 

a releasable coupler for releasably coupling the actuatable transmitter to an 
interior surface of the compartment door. 

1 6. The overhead compartment of claim 1 5, wherein there is further provided 
a further housing portion arranged to extend away from the second end of the 
compartment 

17. The overhead compartment of claim 16, wherein said further housing 
portion is formed integrally with said housing. 
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18. The overhead compartment of claim 16, wherein said resilient latch is 
arranged to communicate latchingly with said further housing portion, whereby said 
compartment door is pivotally displaceable with respect to said further housing portion 
beyond a predetermined minimum pivotal displacement required to effect a latch with 
said further housing portion. 

19. The overhead compartment of claim 15, wherein said releasable coupler 
comprises a hook-and-loop fastener. 
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